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Interview with Nancy Rose Curshen and Marjorie Elaine Curshen

Father: Abraham Leon "Al" Curshen 
b. 6/5/1894 in Rumania d. 3/27/1959 m. 6/6/1921

Personal Qualities:

Dad was an Ethical Man who was like a Diplomat and very patient.

Mother: Freda Jacqueline Schwartz b. 8/24/22 in Muncie d. 10/9/1964

Personal Qualities:

She was very generous in heart and spirit and at times extravagant. She was also a socialite, and a bell of the town. She did lots of entertaining of friends in their home. They both were thoughtful of all their friends.

She was active in synagogue, and would go around the community in Phoenix securing donations from businesses.
Family: 
Married in Muncie, Indiana in 1921. Had two children Marjorie Elaine Curshen and Nancy Rose Curshen. Dad used to call Nancy "Smidgee" and Margie "Punkin".

Lived in Chicago, Illinois. Very bad for his health. Went in the hospital for an operation and had only 30 days to live, yet lived another 35 years. Grandpa Schwartz paid for his travel to go to Phoenix Arizona, where the weather would be better for his asthma. Lived there 7 or 8 years.

Fathers Occupations:

Managed the Boston Store for 15 years selling Women's Ready to Wear in Phoenix, Arizona. Then he became a traveling salesman of the same. Really hated traveling and being away from his family. But while on the road always sent his family things for the state he was in.
Living in Phoenix

The house in Phoenix was at E 12th St. and they were beautiful Arizona Summers Dad built a Swamp cooler out of a Packing box, fan and a hose. 
When we were living in Phoenix Marjorie was 5 years old. Nancy was born in Phoenix in 1930.

It really was a bad financial move. Dad was not making enough being on the road so Mom had to go to work. She also did not like his traveling so much

Family Moved to California 1936 / 7? 
Abraham's territory was Washington, Oregon and California. He wanted to see the family more often. Dad had come through Oakland while traveling and like it. Nancy had her 7th birthday in Oakland in March of that year. Came to Bay Area the year the bridge was completed. In July the family moved to an apartment in Oakland, Nancy was 6 years old; Margie was in Jr.Year of high school. It was a hard time for Margie to move. The building has since been removed to make way for the MacArthur Freeway. They used to set by window and look out over the hills. Their parents slept on a hide -a bed in the living room. Nancy and Marge slept in twin beds in the only bedroom.

Father Working

After the family moved to Oakland, picking up jobs anywhere he could and began working in San Jose. He would sell pots and pans door to door like a fuller brush man. He would take the daylight train from San Francisco and we would meet him at the train station on 3rd and Townsend.

Businesses: 
Worked for Lyle Nichols a florist for awhile on Hesperian Blvd. in San Leandro. He sold exotic plants.

Began working for National Furniture Company on Telegraph Ave in Oakland. Then in   ____Abraham opened a used furniture store, called Al's Furniture Store on 47th and Telegraph Avenue in Oakland.

Description of the furniture store

Rented with a bathroom in the back. The windows were full of bedpans He had collected many found treasures. These he also sold, kind of like a second hand store.

Friends

Lois and Frank "Blackie" Walther and Pauline Emer. She was the sister of Max Hershfield a former boyfriend of Freda Curshen who she dated in Muncie. Frank worked for UC. Moving company and had a business in the back of the store.

Neighborhood Businesses (Mostly Italian neighborhood)

Boun Gusto Bakery

Genova Deli

Fiorio Hardware

Bertolas Restaurant

Gave up furniture business. Started two flower stands with son in law Al Surmani.

One was at Mac Arthur Blvd and Grove in part of yard of existing business that sold pottery and planters.   He also had another place at 42nd and Foothill for a short time.

Mother's Occupation

She worked because they needed the money in Phoenix. She began by working in Real Estate for W.A. Radford and Oakland Realty.
After they moved to Oakland it was Mason McDuffie Rentals on Trestle Glen Rd near Lakeshore and Grubb and Ellis in Montclair.

Family stories: 
Dad once bought a gun for Mom to have while he was on the road. Freda found it and said there would be no guns in the house

Margie Elaine Curshen

b. 8/24/1922 in Muncie, Indiana

M. to Morris Keller 1945

Had four children Sharon Beth born 7/271947 Judith born 9/12/1948 and the twins, born August 8 /8/ 1949 Mark & 9eft

Education:

Oakland High School, Oakland California. Graduated in 1938.

Early boyfriends:

She was engaged to a non-Jewish fellow Ernie Givens who was stationed in Italy Gave her a Bank Book with $700

How she met Morris

She was working at a USO dance next to the lake where the old library was. He was a skinny sailor with nice blue eyes. He came up to her and said "you probably don't know what this is" and pulled out a Mezuzah. I said "with that Irish face of yours, shame on you, you should not be wearing that mezuzah". He said that he had been to Hebrew school and Bar Mitzvahed and asked her to go out but said that he had no money, (which he never did). So Marge took them to the movies. They saw "Four Jills and Jeep" at the Fox Oakland., and walked home. He said, "I hope you like kids". "When I got home I woke grandma and said "This is the man I'm going to marry". So I sent Ernie a Dear John letter.

Morris said that he would give Marge a ring on her Birthday. She got no ring and no call.  Later he called and asked her to meet him in May. I sent him a letter and told him to take that "Boston Bullshit and Jam it. He sent 2 dozen roses. They were going to get married when the war was over but he re-enlisted.

After they were married they were together for 3 months before he left on the 1st of May for Alaska. He came back in a year. He thought he would be discharged and flew to New York. On the flight, she was bumped 3 times. At the time he was stationed in the Coast guard outside New York in Greenland. She stayed at his sister's and worked at a Brush Factory.

Living in Japan

Morris transferred to Japan. Left for Japan end of November 1955 .
Marjorie’s Occupation

Worked many jobs, baby sat, apt cleaning, laundry but she had to be there when Nancy got home from Lakeview school with crossing guard. While in Japan worked as a librarian.  Got a job with the Hayward public library and worked there for 22
years. Retired in
. Still volunteering for book sales to raise money for library.

Nancy Curshen
b. 3/23/30 in Phoenix, Arizona

m. 1952 in the back of her parents home at 2932 Moraga Ave. in Oakland

Education

Lakeview Elementary School 

Westlake Jr. High School

Oakland High School, Oakland California, Jointed the Masquers (drama) club.
San Francisco State University, CA 1948-1949. Nancy was planning to be a teacher and majored in dramatics. She went to see all the plays. She had a job as an usher in the play “Born Yesterday” and “Medea”.

Occupations:

Did baby-sitting. First big job after Westlake and Oakland High School was at Charlottes Bakery on Lakeshore Avenue.  Between 1947 and 1948 she worked at Edy's Ice Cream Parlor on Grand Ave.  From the age of 20 till she was married and pregnant, 1953, she worked as a receptionist for Lionel Benas, an attorney.  He was her confirmation teacher from Temple Sinai. He was in partnership with 3 others in a downtown office.  Worked there for almost three years.

After Jack was born, she did not work again until after Andrew was in school.  In the 1970’s worked for Medtronic (Pacemaker Co.) for about 1 ½ years, then for Calculator Engineers for about a year and a half.  Then she worked for B & S (which she hated).  The last place she worked before starting her own business was Black’s Business Machines (John Black) on Fruitvale in Oakland. 

They began Surmani's Business Machines in j1980.

Residences

When she was first married they lived o in an apartment at 6th and Foothill Blvd.  After she became pregnant with Jack and until she was three and Roberts was one they lived with Nancy’s parents on Morgan Ave.

Pets

Cindy was a black lab/shepherd who belonged to her parents.  After she was married they got Taffy, a spaniel that became ill.  Bingo, they had to give away because she was too hyper.  They had two rabbits.  Then came Shayna, a German Shepherd  they had for 12 years and had hip trouble and her daughter, Miel, who also had hip trouble.  They inherited their sons Robert’s dog Nicole who they had for six years and also had hip trouble.  They currently have Trisha, a female shepherd mix of 14 years, and black shepherd, Putchkie, a boy and Reina a black female lab.

Hobbies / Interests: 
Reading, baking, drama, music. Took violin for awhile in school.

Parent Leadership Parent Teachers Association, Den Mother, Temple Office.
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