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The Roth Family

7/27/96

(Note:  During the scanning process some typos were fixed on February 17, 2010)

Interview with Morton Roth by Jack Surmani.   Also at the meeting were Nancy Curshen Surmani, Marjorie Curshen Keller, & Eliezer Surmani.

Grandpa: Samuel Schwartz ‑Original family name Charney Means Black

b. 11 /11/1864

d. 3/16/1942

Grandma: Fanny Finkelstein

b. 9/11/1875

d. 10/11/1952

Marjorie remembers that if you weren't finished with breakfast by 6:00 AM it went into the warming oven. If you weren't there too bad.

Grandpa: Osias Roth from Austria ‑ Hungry

d. Young

In the dress and coat manufacturing business in Cincinnati, Ohio

Had four sons and two daughters, Saul, youngest Morton Roth, Jan,

Grandma: Yetta

Father: Saul Roth

b. 7/2/1893 New Port, Kentucky

d. 5/11/59 66 years old

m. 12/12/1917 or 18 while he was in service in W.W.1

Mother: Bessie Schwartz

m. Married Temple Beth El in Muncie

Engaged to Jay Pots Anderson. Broken off after a year. Bessie loved to make pickled eggs. She referred to her as the Pickled Egg Auntie.

Children: Marilyn b. 2/22/1930 Shirley's daughter is a teacher and son an attorney.

Son: Morton "Buddy" Roth 

b. 7/31/1922 Muncie

Dentist. Played the trumpet. Pet dog named Dottie. Beat cancer back in 1984. It is in remission.

Wife: Connie Eastin

b. May 10, 1924 in Toledo, Ohio

Children: Craig and Kristine both born in Muncie. Craig in Indianapolis and Kristine in Elkheart

Dated for ten years. Started dating when they were 12 or 13 years old and continued to date for 10 years. They were married after the war. Her father was born and raised in Toledo in the hot bed of Klu Klux Klan area and was poorly educated at that time. He said he would not come to the service and would disown you unless "you were married in a church". They deferred to Uncle George. He knew Arthur Mc David the minister there. So he arranged for this guy to married us.

How they met:

Saul was on the road selling and came to Muncie. "When an unattached Jewish boy came to Muncie, I'll tell you look out." And grandma fixed a nice dinner and they trapped him. started in Mayers? in the 20's

Immigration:

The Schwartz brothers had a concrete business in Lithuania. Oldest son sent first to make is way in the new world. He first came to New York through Ellis Island. Got a push cart and sold shoe strings on the east side of New York city. Until he raised enough money to come to glass boom in Indiana. Saved enough money to start Economy Shoe store and ran for over 50 years.

The Family:

Samuel Schwartz was the oldest son. Morris was number two and called It moxie" went to New York and started a Leather Cleaning Business. Leo was the youngest. His wife was Bea Charney. There is a newspaper article from Muncie that talks about the three reasonably successful brothers traveling back (on a ship) to Lithuania to visit their mother. (Morton may have article)

Samuel's Interests:

He like to go to Canada on fishing trips. It was very common for many fellows from Muncie to go to Canada to go fishing. Grandpa was generous to the orphans. He would invite them down and fit them with shoes. Belonged to the Mason's the blue lodge and may have belonged to the Elk's. Marge has an Elk's tooth Grandpa carried on a watch fob.

Sammy's Last few months When Grandpa was dying and Madorie was taking care of him and she had a couch in the dinning room. He was in the big bedroom with the walk in closet. She would think that she was Freda and he would say Babe". He would say His days and nights were all mixed up. After Marge had been up all night, Grandma would run the floor mop.

Buddy also hitched hiked out to be there before he died. Marge and Bud and Shirley road to the cemetery in the same car together. He died of a stroke. He would sleep walk and wonder down the street in his night shirt. She wouldn't put restraints on him because that is what they did in the hospital. She never forgot going to see him in the hospital where they had those restraints. She was ready to kill everyone in the place.

Marge was in her early twenties working at Capwell's i n Oakland and Grandma nor Bessie could get away to take care of him. Freda had just started her job in the real estate business. So she just walked off her job and went to the train station. It was January and snowing with a light coat and cotton outfit on. Uncle George loaned her a fur coat. Stayed there for about for about three months when he died on March 16th. George paid Freda's fair for her to go to the funeral. He is buried in Beachgrove cemetery.

Leo Schwartz

He remembers his mother talking about Uncle Leo's arrival. Grandpa had told her that some day he would be arriving. They were sending for him. Morris may have already been here. Mom recalls being a little girl, there being a knock a the door and there this man was with this long black coat and they had difficulty communicating because he did not speak any English. Grandpa was at work and Grandma was American born from Kansas City and did not speak any Russian. So finally they got a hold of Grandpa. Grandpa gave him a place to stay and helped him until such a time when he started a paper goods business called Schwartz Paper company. He was quite successful.

Leo Schwartz had two children Martin David Schwartz and Elaine. Marty is very vital and been retired for many years. Leo died before grandpa. Moxie reasonably successful in cleaning leather.
Saul Roth - Morton "Buddy's" Dad:

Dad worked for grandpa in the shoe store after he came back from the service in 1918. Doctor Scholl based Chicago was advertising and just getting big and one could go to where he was and get trained to learn the foot business. And that is just what father Roth did and all of a sudden he was Doctor Roth. Son in the back room of the store he set up a little area where he would do examinations and fit people for these special "orthopedic" type of shoes.

After Saul left there he went into the jewelry business for Lawson Jaffe his cousin. When his brother George wanted to spend more time and retire in Florida, he went into the business. His wife Binnet Roth was very grasping. They were people who in their day were very successful.

Saul Roth had worked hard in the store and when Grandpa was getting ill and more frail. Buddy can remember being over in Anderson one day when his Uncle George called from Florida. They went out to Mort's, the younger brothers house. Saul was getting very discouraged cause he could there was not very much of a future there, Mort said you need to talk to George and get something in writing about your future. They got George on the telephone in a three way conversation. And George said never fear, I have seen to it that Saul would be taken care of if something happens. At this time he was not a well man, he died in 1952. If I die, he will be taken care of.

He had written a will. But Binnet saw to it that the will was nullified. A new will was written. The day he died, she had the locks on the store changed and he was out. Dad sued Binnet, and got some type of settlement, but nothing like what was promised. Mort went to bat for him. Binnet turned everything into cash.

He had no job at age 60. George then started selling used cars. When he reached 65 years old they moved to Florida. He had lung cancer at that time and only lived another year.

Uncle Morton Roth

Morton Roth, buddy's uncle went into the "Ready to Wear" business in Anderson. Married Dottie in 1986. Had one child Jan a male never amounted to a hill of beans. Got into the business before his father died and expanded into a change of stores. Got a bit overextended, Dottie, the mother is now 86. Their business bought out by AS Beck Shoe. Jan took his money in shares of AS Beck. Dottie was smarter and took hers in cash. And about a week after Jan took his in stock, AS Beck went belly up. He lost everything.

He decided he wanted to go big shot. He had a wife who was a doll and died of cancer at about age 35 and left him with three little boys. Prior to her death they had moved to California. He opened a Ready to Wear Business on Rodeo Drive and lost his mothers money. He had lived in the state of Washington.

He later came back to Muncie. Jan's family, his boys are in Washington State and Los Angeles.

Dottie remarried to a retired film producer name Hank Spitz and lived in Florida first and then moved back to California. After Jan came back to Indianapolis, Dottie moved back there.

Now started to get back in touch with Burt also. He is not very social but his wife is a doll. Had a big party in the summer of 1995. He is 75 and still has a full time practice. He has had a heart problem and had open heart surgery in 1995. Tall with glasses. His father George was very sociable and the patriarch of our family. During the depression he helped us in many ways. Buddy's father Saul worked for him too.

Morton's youngest brother, Saul died in 1952. After Mort? died she continued to run the business.

Uncle George

Helpful during the depression. George Roth organized the first community Christmas sing in Muncie. He trained at the conservatory of Music in Cincinnati and so did Binnet, she was a pianist. He would sing in church choirs around Muncie. He would fill in. When.

Binnet: George's Wife

When she moved to Florida she turned everything into cash, including selling her silverware. She eventually moved back and lived in a nursing home in Indianapolis. Her son, an only child referred to her as Binnet. According to a volunteer, she ended up being one of the meanest people living in the nursing home.

Binnets son Bert is a pediatrician in Minneapolis and lived 60 miles apart from Mort. In 1975 had open heart surgery.

This other brother lived in this other town in northern Indiana. It is really surprising to see when you enter this town you see this sign at the edge of the town you see "A historic Jewish Community". There is a synagogue there converted into a church. On the very top is a star of David.

Jake Finkelstein lived in Northern Indiana. The wagon trains moved west, many did not go all the way, did not want to go any farther. Merchants from wagon trains stopped in Midwest.

Muncie, Indiana:

At the turn of the century, about the 1890's, natural gas was discovered in "Delaware County, (Muncie) Indiana. It was a boom for the economy and the Ball Family of Buffalo New York decided to moved there using glass to fire plants and open up a glass plant to manufacture canning jars. Ball corporation now into Satellites. Brothers mansions now converted in public use.

Anti-sernitisim:

Muncie was a very antiserntic community. Grandpa Schwartz helped to get the first synagogue built. He borrowed the money from the Ball Family.

Bud was working at the city pool as a life guard when he was about 16 years old. They knew Delaware country club country club was off limits to Jews. They sent a representative over to pool saying they were looking for a life guard and was paying $10.00 a week. His other two friends were not interested and he said he might be. He had no transportation. Dad had a car at a time. Usually had borrowed grandpas studebaker.

Bud had worked there for several weeks. It was a long ways out in the country. He would hitch hike or ride his bike. His dad would sometimes pick him up. One day the pro from the pro shop that the Chairman of the Pool / Grounds committee Earl De Fur, who happened to be an attorney around the corner from grandpas store, wanted to talk to me. He went up to the office and the Chairman said we are very please by the way you are doing your job here at the pool and we want to keep you in our employ with one exception. We understand that you don't have transportation and your father sometimes picks you up. Some people have complained that sometimes he gets out of his car and comes up to the pool to get you and we would prefer in the future that when he comes to pick you up that he would just wait in the car until you come down.

I said I have really appreciated working for you. He said what do you mean appreciated. I said because I am no longer in your employ. I said if your ground is so hallowed that my father cannot walk on it than neither can 1. 1 gave him his keys and left. I saw him years later and he was the smallest guy to me and I thought you "son of a bitch". But I couldn't be vindictive.
The money to buy the land for that club was borrowed from a Jew. After Bud was married and in practice, the board kept changing and his peers became board members, Dave Sersa had lunch with him. He said I'll tell you that the time has come to get rid of this crap and for you to join the club. He thought the war brought down a lot of that. He said that he was flattered The kids were aware of it that they could only go as guests, Craig said he did not feel write about it. was very uncomfortable.

He said he wanted to think about it. He came home and talked to Connie after dinner. (Marge interjects. There's was one of the first intermarriages in Muncie) At the time when time they belonged to Greenhills Country Club. Connie said she would not give them the satisfaction but said he could if he wanted to. He went back to Dave and turned it down. He said he thought he should but wouldn't do it. They later joined and bought their lake cottage and then dropped it.

Schwartz Businesses:

Samuel started the Economy Shoe Store in Muncie. It was across the street from the Farmers Market (on the Town Square). Around the corner on another street was this building that every Saturday, the farmers brought in their produce. The wives cooked at the various booths.

Since Morton worked at the shoe store every Saturday since he was twelve years old from 8:00 AM to 9:00 PM, the farmers market would be where he would get good things to eat including chicken and noodles, a lot of food for twenty cents. This was good for Buddy because Grandpa paid him $3.00 per day. This is where he learned the shoe business.

Bud remembers that Grandpa was good and easy to work with. On Saturday's after the store closed, they would do restocking. People would come from the small country areas because he was known he had a good selection and they were well made shoes. Mr. Ball would buy his shoes there, two pairs at a time when the shoes the Stacey - Adams were 13.75 and Vitalities were $6.75. He carried men's, women's and children's. Shoe brands included Lawson - Jeffrey.

One of the most trusted employees was Nellie Wise. She practically ran the store. She took it over in the end. Marge remembers her mother Freda being jealous of her because she did everything.

By the time Morton was in high school there were other shoe stores in town, 9 Nobles, Stillmans and Mc Muttes Department store, and Ball Stores.
Grandpas Speech

During the times when they were selling war bonds and it was a patriotic thing to do, they would invite prominent citizens to speak. They invited Grandpa Sammy to speak giving a one minute talk calling them "Minute Man". He was invited up on the stage at the Wiser Grand theater He was a in the War. And he said "and I end my speech by saying the same thing that great General Sherman said, "War is a son of a bitch".

During the depression Grandpa lost almost everything. And in later years they moved the store a block over onto Mulberry street, a much smaller store.

Family friends and business partners:

Davis Killmer and Anne. Kitzzelman started a steel wire business and got a patent on the manufacture of barbed wire. David Kelmire is dead. Bess Kelmire. Young David salesman for zero king. Was a bachelor for many years and ended up committing suicide. Was a photographer on a air craft carrier photographing take offs and landings. He took Marge to the movies. She was really scared at the movies. She ripped it during the movie. His mother was one of the first women who smoked. His father was into bootlegging. They had a screened in porch.  There was a lighted estate.  There were three brothers named kitzellmen ana went into the wire (business) and got a patent on manufacturing barbed

wire and when west opened. They maid oodles of money. Called Indiana Wire.  Each built their own estates.

Melville Alchold signed Abraham and Freda's marriage certificate as a witness. There is a Jewish section in the cemetery, close to the railroad tracks. Ligneer Indiana was a Jewish community.

Discussions of food

The first time I had a hamburger away from home I thought it was terrible. I came hold and told my mom. And she said that is because they do not have any corn flakes in them.

The temple: Sammy was the first president. It is still there.

Marx Brother's Story:

There is a story told to me by my father that the Marx Brothers stopped by his house. Saul said they tore up the house. Marjorie remembers that they were invited for dinner at Grandpas house (once) while they were in vaudeville.
Muncie of yesterday:

Marge remembers going to McCullogh Park and seeing the "Schnorer Bear "because he would everything and anything that anyone gave him. He lived in cave with bars. Across from that was Monkey Island. Stopped for ice cream on the way back from the park.

Muncie Today:

Today Muncie has a population of about 75,000 and Ball State University biggest employer with an enrollment of 20,000. Downtown is nothing but a service center today. Within the last twenty years in Muncie there has been some redevelopment. A few years ago they took over the old post office / federal building. The feds moved the post office to the outskirts on Ball St. The Post Office was vacant for a long time until they decided to make it the Horizon Center a community area for conventions. It is right across the street from the major hotel Robert Hotel.

Most recently they have tripled the size of it combining it with the Children's center. This will be a big drawing card for A California corporation bought the. Then a native of Albany, Jim Davis, the cartoonist who does Garfield, and now lives in Muncie, will be building the national Garfield Museum. He has been good to the community and made a lot of money. His corporation is international. The gross income over 20 years ago for his Paws Enterprises was $225, 000.00 dollars a day. He and his family are patients of one of Bud's partners.

Marilyn

Husband James . Air Force and went to work for Lockheed. Went to work for skunk works in the middle of the Burbank Airport. Aeronautical engineering. Retired for Lockheed. He is working part time in security and a Georgia Cracker. Southern country boy.

Current Family happenings:

Both Morton's kids are doctors? Sister Shirley in hospital in White Plains New York with bronchitirs. Grandma used to keep notes in a old prayer book.

Craig Roth is interested genealogy

Miscellaneous: Carpenters Fair? Cholesterol? Fashion shop in Muncie, Morton Reiser. 312 Ashland Ave.
Freda trapped Abraham at a temple dance in Muncie. When was dancing with someone else, spotted him and started flirting with him. Taming of the shrew. Cohen's are his sisters, Shirley's husband and Bob,

Abraham had been in this country since he was seven years old.

Grandma Fanny was in at least 6 nursing homes. She did not like the Schvartzas. They lived in the social circle, those that had. She was active in the temple.
